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ACTION OMB-01 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 EA-11 ISO-OO AID-20 CIAE-00 COME-OO 

EB-11 FRB-02 INR-10 NSAE-00 TRSE-00 XMB-07 OPIC-12 

SP-03 CIEP-02 LAB-06 SIL-01 /112W 

026906 

R231602Z APR 74 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8529 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMCONSUL BORDEAUX 
AMCONSUL LYON 
AMCONSUL MARSEILLE 
AMCONSUL STRASBOURG 
AMCONSUL NICE 

UNCLAS PARIS 09821 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BGENFR 

SUBJECT: OMB REPORT FOLLOW-UP: CONSULTATIONS WITH 
AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN ABROAD 

REF: DEPT'S A-10168, DECEMBER 12, 1973 

1. EMBASSY HAS TWO MAIN INSTITUTIONAL CHANNELS TO 
AMERICAN BUSINESS COMMUNITY IN FRANCE: BI-MONTHLY 
SESSIONS AT AMBASSADOR'S RESIDENCE WITH BUSINESS 
LEADERS AND PARTICIPATION IN WORK OF AMERICAN CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE IN FRANCE (ACCF). CONSULATES HAVE DIRECT 
CONTACTS AND PARTICIPATION IN REGIONAL CHAPTERS OF ACCF. 

2. AMBASSADOR'S MEETINGS WITH BUSINESS COMMUNITY. 
INCLUDING SENIOR MEMBERS EMBASSY STAFF, ARE DESIGNED FOR 
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EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON CURRENT ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 
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TOPICS. NUMBER KEPT TO ABOUT 25 TO ALLOW FREEST 
DISCUSSION AND ATTENDEES SELECTED ON BASIS WHICH RESULTS 
IN PARTICIPATION IN TIME OF VIRTUALLY ALL PRINCIPAL 
AMERICAN BUSINESS REPRESENTATIVES. THESE MEETINGS 
HAVE BEEN VERY SUCCESSFUL AND FACILITATE ACCESS TO 
COMMUNITY WHEN NEED REQUIRED FOR MORE DETAILED 
EXPRESSIONS OF VIEWS OF PRIVATE SECTOR. 

3. THROUGH AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN FRANCE WE 
HAVE ANOTHER FORUM FOR EXCELLENT AND CONTINUING 
CONTACTS. FORMAL AND INFORMAL, WITH THE AMERICAN 
BUSINESSMEN COMMUNITY. AMBASSADOR IS HONORARY 
PRESIDENT, WHILE SENIOR MEMBERS OF ECONOMIC-COMMERCIAL 
SECTION AND CONSUL GENERAL ARE MEMBERS OF BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS, WHICH MEETS MONTHLY. COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR IS 
MEMBER OF COMMITTEE DEALING WITH REGIONAL CHAPTERS OF 
AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN FRANCE AND OTHER MEMBERS 
OF EMBASSY SERVE ON OTHER COMMITTEES. IN ADDITION, 

EMBASSY OFFICERS, ESPECIALLY MINISTER FOR ECONOMIC AND 
COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS, HAVE BEEN ACTIVE IN ATTENDING AND 
SPEAKING AT MEETINGS OF REGIONAL CHAPTERS, THUS 
SUPPLEMENTING CONTACTS WITH AMERICAN COMMUNITY OF FIVE 
CONSULAR POSTS IN FRANCE. 

4. WITH THE RELATIONS THUS ESTABLISHED, WE CAN DRAW AS 
NEEDED FROM THE AMERICAN BUSINESS COMMUNITY FOR 
EXCHANGES ON SPECIFIC ISSUES. FOR EXAMPLE, WE USED 
THESE CONTACTS TO IMPORTANT ADVANTAGE IN 
CARRYING ON A SERIES OF INDIVIDUAL INTERVIEWS TO 
ANALYZE IMPACT ON AMERICAN FIRMS OF FRENCH TRADE 
RESTRICTIONS ON SEMI-CONDUCTORS. IF WE HAD ATTEMPTED 
TO DEAL WITH THIS PROBLEM THROUGH THE SEMINAR APPROACH, 

IN ALL LIKELIHOOD WE WOULD HAVE HAD MINIMAL RESULTS, 

GIVEN THE HIGHLY COMPETITIVE NATURE OF THIS INDUSTRY 
AND THE RELUCTANCE OF COMPANY OFFICIALS TO DISCUSS 
BUSINESS PROBLEMS IN THE PRESENCE OF COMPETITORS. OUR 
EXPERIENCE THUS LEADS US TO BELIEVE THAT, IN OUR 
PARTICULAR ENVIRONMENT. THIS TECHNIQUE IS A BETTER WAY 
THAN THE TOKYO SEMINAR TECHNIQUE TO DRAW ON THE KNOW- 
LEDGE AND OPINIONS OF THE AMERICAN BUSINESS COMMUNITY 
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AND TO ENGAGE ITS MEMBERS IN SERIOUS DISCUSSIONS 
OF SPECIFIC PROBLEMS. 

IRWIN 
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